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[Dr. Charles L. Clements, honors graduate of the US Air Force Academy, flew more than 50 missions
in Vietnam as a pilot of C-130 cargo planes. Returning from Vietnam as an opponent of the war,
he became a Quaker pacifist and a physician. In 1980 he earned his Master of Public Health and
M.D. from the University of Washington, graduating with a special prize for "outstanding clinical
competence and unusual promise as a leader in medicine." In 1982, Clements became the sole
doctor for 10,000 civilians living in the Guazapa war zone in El Salvador. "Witness to War," the
film based on his book about Guazapa, was broadcast on public television and won the Academy
Award for Best Short Documentary in 1986. Clements is co-founder of the Salvadoran Medical
Relief Fund and Americans for Peace in the Americas. The following is the partial text of an address
delivered in 1986 at a benefit concert for the sanctuary movement organized by the Christic Institute,
a Washington-based non-profit center for public policy and public interest law.*] There are many
things that I would like to tell you about Central America. For instance, in 1983 when I left the area
called Guazapa . . . there were 10,000 inhabitants living there, 40 percent of whom were under the
age of 12. Today, there are none. All of the villagers have either been captured, or killed, or have
fled as the result of repeated bombardments and forced relocations. US advisers would now say
that the area is "pacified," but the only peace Guazapa knows is the peace of the dead. I would
also like to talk about the contras and the so- called "humanitarian" aid going to them, the purpose
of which, according to a recent statement by Assistant Secretary of State Elliott Abrams, "is to
permit the people who are fighting on our side to use more violence" violence often used against
physicians, nurses and other health workers. I would like you to know in detail about these and
many other realities in Central America, but I think it is more important that tonight we talk about
the United States of America... Tonight we have seen that the actions of the sanctuary movement
are speaking "truth to power." I would like to address another aspect of speaking truth to power.
A deliberate tactic of this administration has been the usurpation of language. The "doublespeak"
of Reaganese is so distorted that murderers, rapists and torturers become the "moral equivalent to
our Founding Fathers." Words imply moral categories and we must choose them with care. If we
are to lift ourselves from the moral morass into which this administration is plunging us, we must
redefine the language so that it once again reflects our heritage and ideals. President Reagan has
once again asked the Congress, "Do you want Communism in Central America?"...We must give
our representatives the courage to redefine the question. We must give them the conviction to say,
"Mr. President, I will not answer that question. That is the same question which led us blindly into
war in Southeast Asia...Mr. President, the resources of the earth and the ingenuity of humanity
can provide abundance for all, as long as we are prepared to recognize the diversity of humankind
and the variety of ways that people will seek national fulfillment. This is the American vision of
the world diversity of states, each developing according to its own traditions and its own genius,
each solving its economic and political problems in its own manner, and all bound together by a
respect for the rights of others, by a loyalty to the world community, and by a faith in the dignity
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and responsibility of humankind. This, Mr. President, is the American way, and it was the dream
upon which our own great country was founded. When, Mr. President, will we stop denying to
others what we find so precious ourselves?" And that leads us to a second redefinition. We must
redefine national security. This administration, which promised to balance the budget, has now
doubled our entire national indebtedness. A debt of $1 trillion, which took 205 years to accumulate,
this administration has managed to double in five short years to $2 trillion, throwing most of it at an
elusive concept of national security. We are less secure than we were five years ago. Any physician
can tell you a paranoia is not cured by feeding its fears, but that is apparently their remedy as today
they call for more budget cuts, more military expenditures to fuel their covert and overt wars around
the globe. The United States spent almost $300 billion for military programs in 1985. That figure
represents $800 million per day, $600,000 per minute and $10,000 per second. Last year the Pentagon
spent more on advertising ($135 million) than the Peace Corps spent to send volunteers abroad
($128.6 million). The budget of the United States Air Force is larger that the total education budget
for 1.2 billion children in Africa, Latin America and Asia, excluding Japan... In our redefinition of
national security we must recognize that the viability of our democracy is based upon the wellbeing of our own people. National security will not be found in an economy that spends 45 cents of
every tax dollar on products that we hope will never be used...National security is not to be found
in the record number of small-business failures. National security is not to be found in the record
number of mortgage failures. National security is not to be found in the record number of farm
failures. We do not have to be experts or economists to figure out that when the federal government
is absorbing the majority of the debt, credit-vulnerable sectors have to compete for what crumbs
are left over. We are undermining our national security, not building it...Our real security lies in
the health of our children, the housing of our children, the feeding of our children not some of our
children but all of our children, 25 percent of whom today will grow up in poverty. We do not build
national security with the largest defense budget in the history of the planet. As we redefine national
security, let us remember Martin Luther King's warning that "a nation that continues year after
year to spend more money on military defense than on programs of social uplift is approaching
a spiritual death." concept of "credibility," which the President invokes again and again. A few
short years ago, he said if we did not prevail in Central America, our credibility would collapse.
And indeed it has collapsed! In 1985, when Assistant Secretary of State Langhorne Motley was
asked by a Congressional committee to name US allies who supported our embargo on Nicaragua,
he could only name one such supporter among all our European and Latin allies: El Salvador.
Today not one of our NATO allies and no major Latin American democracy supports aid to the
Contras... Our credibility has come to be the silly notion of what we think they think we think they
are thinking. We have it when the President says we have it. We don't when he says we don't. The
Reagan administration erodes our credibility when it conducts a campaign in the name of human
rights that causes suffering and deprivation to thousands of innocent people who are victims of
contra attacks and economic warfare. When the United States sacrifices its own historic principles
of self- determination, respect for law and support of international institutions in favor of mindless
anti-communism, it jeopardizes our claim to moral and political leadership. spoke to our so-called
"credibility." A member of the House of Commons pointed out that when Iran refused jurisdiction
of the World Court in 1979, the US State Department said it left them outside the community of
civilized nations. "Where," he inquired, "does that leave the United States today, when it refuses
the jurisdiction of the World Court for its illegal mining of Nicaraguan harbors?" I could only
reply that, indeed, it seemed to leave us outside the community of civilized nations. This behavior
led the late Prime Minister of Sweden, Olaf Palme, to speak of the need for smaller countries to
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condemn superpower interventions against smaller states "irrespective of whether they take place
in Afghanistan or Central America." who call loudest for war in Central America wrap themselves
in the American flag. Yet if we look back to the time when they had the opportunity to serve this
country, their only heroics were in graduate school libraries or pounding the pavement in search of
deferments. We should not yield patriotism to the likes of Richard Perle, or Newt Gingrich, or Phil
Gramm, or Patrick Buchanan, or Sylvester Stallone. They now call for someone else's sons to defend
not this nation's security but in an attempt to exorcise the ghosts of Vietnam in the green hills of
Central America. We must redefine patriotism to mean those who make an effort like Martin Luther
King did to understand, to comprehend and then to replace violence with wisdom and compassion.
The Reaganomics era "draft" has surpassed even the Vietnam era draft in forcing the poor and
disadvantaged of our society into the military. Fully 40 percent of our combat-ready forces today
are black or Hispanic. Let us not call patriots those who would send our youth of color to Central
America to kill people like themselves. Let us call patriots those who would look for solutions to the
problems in our inner cities where this year more young black men will kill other young black men
than died in any year of combat in Vietnam. A black infant born in Chicago, Detroit or Cleveland
in 1985 had a greater chance of dying in its first year of life than a baby born in Costa Rica or Cuba.
Let us call patriots any man or woman who understands that while the Reagan Administration
undertakes a war of deceit against the poor in Central America, it wages a war of cynicism and
attrition against the poor at home. In our redefinition of patriotism, let us recall the Roman historian
Tacitus who said, "Patriots are those who try to outdo their forefathers." Let us remember the vision
of our forefathers to create a society in which the government would listen to the voices of its people.
We are in danger of losing that vision as those of us who want to change the course of foreign policy
in Central America are now labeled agents of disinformation and subversion. Let us be clear that
the right to dissent is a fundamental legacy of our forefathers. They are not patriots who attempt to
stifle dissent. What is objectionable, what is dangerous about extremists is not that they are extreme
but that they are intolerant. The evil is not what they say about their cause but what they say about
their opponents. Jeanne Kirkpatrick has said that once a course of action has been decided upon
in our democratic system it is unpatriotic to challenge it. That is the Marxist-Leninist notion of
"democratic centralism" and it has no place in American political debate. Patriots are those who see
that wisdom can emerge from the clash of contending views, the passionate expression of deeply
held beliefs. That is the seminal spirit of American democracy and the hope of our nation, not the
stifling of debate and the condemnation of dissent and the attempts to intimidate rather than to
reason. Let no men or women call themselves patriots who do not understand that the sharpest
criticism often goes hand in hand with the deepest idealism and love of country. Central America is
a struggle to redefine the way the wealthiest and most powerful nation on the planet will respond
to the poorest and weakest. For what is happening in Central America is but a metaphor for the
relationship between the First and the Third Worlds. As I have said so many times to so many of
you, 40,000 children will die of causes related to malnutrition in the next 24 hours, 17 million in the
next year. If we do not develop a foreign policy that can distinguish legitimate human aspirations
from so-called "security interests," we will remain the "911 number" for repressive regimes that
cry "Communism!" whenever their privilege is threatened, whether in Central America, South
Africa or the Philippines. Let us remember the words of the campesino who told me that gringos
would never resolve the riddle of violence or nonviolence until we understood the violence to the
spirit inflicted upon those who helplessly watch their children die slowly of malnutrition. That, and
not ideology, is what fuels the fires of tragedy in Central America and is why we have to redefine
this as a North-South and not as an East-West struggle. Just as we will not yield the high ground to
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the right, let us neither yield the concepts of national security, credibility and patriotism. Whether
at home or abroad in our quest to "tame the savageness of man and make gentle the life of the
world," let us remember that the ultimate weapon in this great nation's pursuit of peace and justice
is not violence, but a commitment to human dignity. In the name of God: Stop the lies! Stop the
killing! [*The Christic Institute is an interfaith, nonpartisan organization supported by churches,
religious communities, foundations, and private citizens. Copies of the "Armageddon Report," the
Institute's guide to the ideology and politics of the Religious Right, are available for $5.00. Copies of
"The Affidavit of Daniel P. Sheehan" are available for $10. To order these or other publications or
to learn more about the Institute, please write 1324 North Capitol Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.
20002-3337, or call (202)797-8106.]
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